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Abstract

In the 1950s and 1960s, with the rapid development of economy, Japan successively
appeared relevant works that emphasized the uniqueness of its own culture and its important
position in the process of modernization. In the field of literature, there are works with the
theme of inheriting Japanese culture and tradition. For example, the novel The River Ki
published in 1959 is one of them. The River Ki is the autobiographical work of Ariyoshi
Sawako, a female writer in the Showa Era, which shows her understanding of return thought.
This paper will discuss the relationship between the three generations of women in the novel
and the author's attitude towards the Japanese tradition in combination with the characteristics
of the times and the background of social development from Meiji Era to Showa Era, so as to
investigate the Japanese return thought embodied in the novel.
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