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Abstract

From the beginning of Meiji to the 9th Year of Meiji (1876), Under the restrictions of
unequal treaties, Japan was under trade and military pressure from the capitalist powers of
Europe and the United States. In Japan, there were frequent rebellions by the Japanese samurai
against the government and peasant uprisings continued. Under the crisis, the Meiji Nine-Year
Emperor's Tour lasted for 50 days, visiting the six prefectures of Tohoku and Hakodate in
Hokkaido on an unprecedented scale. In this tour, the Meiji government realized frequent
interaction with the people. In addition, the advance officer system implemented for the first
time, the road-centered way of travel and the issuance of official publications had formed a
wide influence. From the perspective of symbolic interactionism, this article explores the
purpose of the Meiji Nine-Year Tour, and examines the process by which the Meiji Emperor as
a social object is defined and explained, and then transformed from a historical virtual image to
a military image.
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