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The projection of Ryunosuke Akutagawa in <Toshishun>
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Abstract

<Toshishun> whose original is the Chinese Tang Dynasty’s Legend <Du Zi-chun zhuan>,
is a fairy tale written in June 1923 and published in a children’s literature magazine called
<Akai tori> in July of the same year. This work can be seen as the masterpiece of Ryunosuke
Akutagawa's in both historical novel and children's literature.

With the combination of text theory and auteur theory, this paper adopts empirical
research method, and uses the Akutagawa letter recorded in <Ryunosuke Akutagawa Complete
works> as historical evidences, which aims to pursue author's life path before the creation of
Toshishun. According to this, this paper tries to seck the reflection of the image of Akutagawa
from character of Toshishun. To be specific, on one hand, this paper summarizes “three shocks”
and “one happiness” in Ryunosuke Akutagawa’s life before writing <Toshishun>. On the other
hand, back to the text, this paper is going to consider the circumstance where the character that
conforms to the statue of Akutagawa from three aspects: the attitude on of Toshishun toward
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her mother; Toshishun’s three broken experiences; and the final choice of “living a normal and
ordinary life as human”.
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