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Abstract

In March 1921, Ryunosuke Akutagawa was sent to China as a correspondent for the
Osaka Mainichi Shimbun. Based on his observations during his four-month trip, he wrote Shina
Yuuki (The Travels to China). The newspaper and the Japanese literary world had high
expectations for Shina Yuuki as a report on China written by Akutagawa, who was “a leading
figure in the contemporary literary world”, “a representative writer of the emerging literary art”
and “a lover of China”. However, in the eyes of contemporaries, Shina Yuuki has not received
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the recognition it deserves, and has been the target of criticism in both China and Japan, where
it has been treated almost negatively.

A turning point in such criticism emerged in the second half of the 20th century. The study
of Shina Yuuki in both China and Japan has renewed the previous overwhelming critical
evaluation, and an objective and rational trend has emerged. Furthermore, in December 2019, A
Stranger in Shanghai, a special drama based on Shina Yuuki was broadcast on NHK. With the
emergence of first-adaptation, it is thought that attempts have been made to re-read and re-
evaluate Shina Yuuki beyond the scope of literary studies.

In order to grasp the trend of rereading this work, this article examines the object of Shina
Yuuki from the perspective of “literary circulation”. The reception, translation, and parody of
Shina Yuuki in China and Japan are examined in terms of both “temporal circulation” and
“spatial circulation” to explore new possibilities for reading the text and developing the world
of the work.
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