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Abstract

This article examines local education in Japan and education in the Puppet Manchukuo
during wartime. In the early Showa period, Japan experienced a serious capitalist crisis. Facing
complex social contradictions, Japan tried to solve the domestic crisis by means of foreign
aggression. Under such circumstances, in order to strengthen control over national minds,
Japan established the Council of Education in 1937, which examined the entire system from
primary to higher education and instructed measures for educational reform. At the same time,
Japan established a puppet regime called “Manchukuo” in the three northeastern provinces of
China and implemented a series of educational policies in the “Manchukuo”. In the
“Manchukuo”, the “New Academic System” was promulgated in 1937, and a system of
colonial education was established in an all-round way. This article expounds the education in
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Japan and the education in “Manchukuo” during the war from the three aspects of education
administration, education policy and education content, and explores the similarities and
differences in the education system in relation to the different emphasis on education at various
stages of the war. Through a comparison of the two, the purpose of implementing the “New
Academic System” in the “Manchukuo” is clarified, and the substance of the colonial education
in the “Manchukuo” under the colonial rule is pointed out.
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