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Abstract

This paper employs the theory of the “semiotic rectangle” proposed by Algirdas Julien
Greimas (1917-1992) in his semantic research (1992) to depict the maritime world of the work.
By constructing the rectangle, the paper explores the inherent questioning power that leads to
the “reduction” and “structurization” of meaning itself, the story itself, and various images that
constitute the narrative. It invites readers on a literary and semiotic adventure that transcends
meaning and story. Additionally, while utilizing the assumed presence of readers as materials
for literary works, this paper examines the articles related to Ki no Tsurayuki’s sea voyage in
the original text, offering insights into the “maritime space” created by the author. The
application of modern theoretical models to analyze the “Tosa Diary” is a unique feature of this
study, aiming to further investigate the emotions concealed behind the literary work and its
spatial context.
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