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Abstract

During the period of Konin and Jogan in Japan, there was a strong influence from the
Tang Dynasty, and the field of literature thrived with the popularity of Chinese classical
literature. The Three Chokusenshu (three anthologies compiled by Imperial command) of
“Ryounshu,” “Bunka Shureishu,” and “Keikokushu,” were compiled during this time. Among
these anthologies, there are eleven poems dedicated to the lotus flower. This thesis explores the
imagery of the lotus in the Three Chokusenshu and examines the reception and transformation
of classical Chinese poetry in Japan, as well as the underlying causes.

Through the analysis, it was discovered that the lotus in the Three Chokusenshu primarily
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embodies three images: “the beautiful woman,” “magnificent entity,” and “the melancholy of
autumn.” Influenced by classical Chinese poetry, the poets not only incorporated the image of
the lotus as “beautiful woman” into their poetic creations but also learned and transformed
poetic expressions related to the lotus. Conversely, in the Three Chokusenshu, a tendency can
be observed where the lotus is associated with negative imagery. Additionally, the concluding
verses of classical Chinese poems dedicated to the lotus often praise the benevolence of the

emperor. This can be attributed to the Japan’s aesthetic sensibility of “the beauty of sorrow”,
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the pattern of mutual poetic exchange between rulers and subjects, and the differences in the
bureaucratic appointment systems between China and Japan.
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