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Abstract

The Sancai Thought originated from ancient China and was introduced to Japan through
cultural exchanges between ancient China and Japan, which had a great influence on Japan
during the edo period. When we think of science, we often think of modern natural science
based on observation and experimentation. However, it can be said that the Sancai Thought is a
“scientific” thought in the ancient world. The demarcation problem of “where” and “how” to
draw a line between science and non-science or pseudoscience was presented in the late 19th
century. This study is about the scientific nature of the Sancai Thought. It will be discussed
mainly from the definition of “science” by the philosopher of science who raised the
“demarcation problem”, and the nature of science contained in the Sancai Thought.
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