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Abstract

“The Story of Aoto Fujitsuna” is a long-form legal drama that revolves around Fujitsuna
Aoto, a samurai from the late Kamakura period. It is the only legal drama written by Kyokutei
Bakin, and research specifically focused on the “The Story of Aoto Fujitsuna” is clearly scarce
compared to Bakin’s other works.Therefore, in this study, I intend to analyze the adaptation
characteristics of Bakin’s legal drama by comparing the cases in “The Story of Aoto Fujitsuna”
with the original text from the perspective of the reception of Gong’an fiction. I will explore the
functions of the cause-and-effect plots, the images of the judge, and the author’s commentaries,
as well as investigate the factors that influence these characteristics. The analysis revealed the
following findings:

“The Story of Aoto Fujitsuna” focuses on the contrast between the protagonist’s filial
piety and righteousness and the villain’s lack of virtue and benevolence, with the author’s
commentaries also highlighting the exploration of human nature. On the other hand, Chinese
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Gong’an fiction does not place much emphasis on the protagonist’s moral character and instead
concentrates the author’s commentary on criticizing social issues. Furthermore, unlike the
strictly deified judges in the original story, Bakin portrays compassionate and ordinary judges
who do not employ supernatural or torturous methods of trial but rather resonate with human
sentiment. This is also an important characteristic of his work.
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