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Abstract

In 1903, Japan established a national system for textbooks in primary schools according
to the revision of the Elementary School Order. It stipulates that all textbooks on self-
cultivation, history, geography, and Japanese textbooks must use national textbooks, with self-
cultivation textbooks as the primary editor. Among them, although the character of Ninomiya
Kinjiro was a farmer, he combined various virtues and was portrayed as a moral model, was
widely permeated in school education.

How did Ninomiya Sontoku in Hotokuki transform into Ninomiya Kinjiro in textbooks,
why did he become a moral model of self-cultivation, and how did the image of Ninomiya
Kinjiro in modern national self-cultivation textbooks change. This paper focuses on these
issues from 1945, when the Meiji Restoration ended the Second World War, and examines the
image of Ninomiya Sontoku in modern Japanese national self-cultivation textbooks, in order to
gain a glimpse of the education policy at that time.
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