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Shinto ... refers to structures (organizational, doctrinal, or both) that aim to integrate
individual shrine cults into a large, national, or even universal system.
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In putting this book before the Occidental public, the author, an Oriental, wishes to
acknowledge his indebtedness to the modern science of the Occident. For it is modern
science that has trained his mind in its methods and scope, and opened his eyes to many
aspects of the present subject which otherwise would have remained unnoticed.

THIRFSEAEASHE VoA, FRERTZEE D021 E THREITH 52DV E DOEHIL, .

%1% scientific historian & U CTHEEZME LW E B Z EITHV E5, TeDIiz, &
ELEMFLEROGERUL D 22 LiTEHENET, FlE, ROXFEIEAALE
NTWET, Zhafiel, 100 FU L . MEEZHERR A2 TND Z E230Y
7

Shinto, the indigenous religion, was an outcome of the people’s life and temperament,
closely connected with national traditions and social institutions. Shinto was originally
an unorganized religion, having hardly any system of doctrine; but its cult well
embodied the nation’s ideas and sentiments, and its influence has persisted throughout
the vicissitudes of the nation’s history. _

National unity and social solidarity were always maintained by the reverence towards
the ruling family, belief in the divine origin of the Throne being inseparable from the
worship of the Sun-goddess.”
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Shinto is not “man-made, artificial, or invented. Its sentiments, beliefs and responses
were drawn from direct communion with the natural.
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