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Abstract

In the early period of the construction of the Japanese Ritsuryo System Period, Japan
began its own historiography based on the Tang system, creating a series of historiographical
institutions. Due to the emperor’s emphasis on historiography and the influence of political
events, Japan achieved the independence of its historiographical institutions, resulting in
various changes such as the establishment of historiographical positions and the appointment of
members. From the compilation of the rikkokushi, it can be observed that starting with the
compilation of the “Shoku Nihongi” and “Nihon Koki,” the court further strengthened its
control over historiography. By examining the dynamics of historiographical institutions and
from a comparative perspective, we can not only clarify that the compilation of ancient
Japanese historical records was a reconstruction based on the Tang system but also highlight
the development of historiography in different political environments.
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