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Influence of Xu Hun’s Poetry in Sugawara no Michizane’s Poems:

Focusing on the Honglu Responsorial Poems in Gangyo and Kanpyo era
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Abstract

In the 7th year of Gangyo (883), Japan appointed Sugawara no Michizane as the Minister
of Ceremonial Affairs to receive the Bohai envoys. Sugawara no Michizane and his colleagues
exchanged responsorial poems with the Bohai’s official envoy, Pei Ting, at the Honglu Hall,
and this series of poems is known as the “Honglu Responsorial Poems.” Furthermore, in the
6th year of Kanpyo (894), Pei Ting made a second visit to Japan as a Bohai envoy and
continued the exchange of Chinese poems with Michizane. Previous research has primarily
focused on the influence of Bai Juyi on Michizane and his colleagues’ Honglu Responsorial
Poems. However, the literati of the Heian period, including Michizane, were not only
influenced by Bai Juyi but were broadly immersed in Chinese literature. This paper first aimed
to elucidate the background and context of the Honglu Responsorial Poems in Gangyo and
Kanpyo era. Next, this paper discussed Xu Hun, who was one of the most influential poets
during the late Tang dynasty and explore his impact on Japanese literature. Finally, this paper
examined the influence of Xu Hun’s poetry on Michizane's poems, with a focus on the Honglu
Responsorial Poems in Gangyo and Kanpyo era.
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