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Abstract

The Genjyo Sanzoue depicts the life of the eminent Tang Dynasty monk Xuanzang. With a
total of twelve scrolls, it intricately depicts the landscapes of the Central Plains region and the
Western Regions, and India. This may not be a realistic portrayal but rather based on certain
sources, reflecting the upper-class imagination of foreign lands. This paper focus on the garden
rocks depicted in The Genjyo Sanzoue. Firstly, an analysis of the characteristics of garden rocks
in Japanese Kamakura period scroll paintings is conducted, defining the features of garden
rocks in scrolls set in Japan or abroad. Secondly, an analysis of the garden rocks in The Genjyo
Sanzoue reveals that the artists slightly modify the landscapes of Tang , incorporating them into
the settings of the Western Regions and India. Subsequently, this paper analyzes the ancient
codes and records to clarify the admiration of garden rocks by Japanese nobility before the
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creation of The Genjyo Sanzoue. It also highlights the influence of Bai Juyi’s poems of Taihu
stones on the Japanese upper-class. Furthermore, by analysing existing Japanese paintings, it is
speculated that the artists may have been influenced by the paintings of arhats transmitted from
China to Japan. Lastly, the garden rocks in The Genjyo Sanzoue serves to complement textual
content, with lion-shaped garden rocks bearing symbolic significance.
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