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Unattainable Desire: The Role of the ‘Sea’ in Yukio Mishima’s
‘The Sailor Who Fell from Grace with the Sea’
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Abstract

The image of the “sea” frequently appeared in the works of renowned Japanese author
Yukio Mishima, who himself often mentioned his deep connection with the “sea.” It can be said
that from the moment he became a writer, Mishima persistently explored the “sea.”

This paper examined Yukio Mishima’s famous work “The Sailor Who Fell from Grace
with the Sea,” focusing on the role of the “sea” in the story’s plot. And employed narrative
analysis and psychoanalytic theory, methods rarely used in prior research on Mishima’s works,
to abstract the imagery of the “sea” and reveal how it connects and pervades the works.
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