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The "Vertical and Horizontal" Development
Stemming from Teacher Collaboration in

"Academic Literacies"
— The Insights Gained through the Interaction among High Utility Academic
Skills Instruction in Japanese, High School-University Transition, and

Multilingual Higher Education —

Naomi KANO, Mika AKAGI, Makiko YOSHINO,
Ryuji SHIMADA and Yuuki SATO

Abstract

A Common Education Course "Academic Literacies I" (hereafter AL 1) at
Kokugakuin University has been taught by approximately ten instructors across over
30 classes annually since 2019. This course aims to cultivate and strengthen high utility
academic skills and communication abilities, focusing on four key competencies: critical
thinking, persuasive writing skills, collaborative abilities, and digital literacies. In this
paper, we examine how instructors experiences cultivating these four competencies,
which form the core of AL I, are applied in other educational settings. Furthermore,
we explore how experiences gained in other teaching environments are fed back into
the instructional practices of AL I. These considerations are based on four case studies
from the fields of (1) high school-university transition and (2) English-medium classes
in higher education. The findings indicate that in all cases, the teaching experience from
AL I played a positive role in other educational practices. Additionally, it became clear
that the instruction of "utility academic skills' not only enhances learners' abilities but
also strengthens the teaching competencies of instructors with diverse expertise, which

in turn benefits AL T as well.
Keywords : high utility academic skills, persuasive writing instruction, high school-

university transition, English-medium instruction (EMI), collaborative learning, peer

response



