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Shinobu Orikuchi had a strong interest in annual events and published many essays

on the subject. " The Japanese Boys' Festival from a Folklore Perspective " is one
of his representative works that links modern customs performed around the
beginning of May with the ancient customs of the "Coming of Age Precepts,"
elucidates what they are, and discusses the changes in the beliefs and events in the
Japanese Boys' Festival. He interprets the origin and changes in the Japanese Boys'
Festival, regarding the Japanese Boys' Festival as a vestige of the "Coming of Age
Precepts." However, Orikuchi's theory has not been discussed much in research on
the Japanese Boys' Festival. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to examine the
characteristics of Orikuchi's thinking on the Coming of Age Precepts and the
Japanese Boys' Festival, based on Orikuchi's logic in annual events, and to focus on
Orikuchi's point that the Japanese Boys' Festival is largely related to the "Coming of
Age Precepts." This paper summarizes Orikuchi's research on the "coming-of-age
precepts,’ and compares them with Kunio Yanagita's theory on the Japanese Boys'

Festival. It also examines the validity of Orikuchi's theory by taking up the example
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of the Chinese Dragon Boat Festival, which contain elements of coming-of-age

precepts.
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