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A Study of Hisashi INOUE’s Binbo monogatari
Focusing on Hajime KAWAKAMI’s absence and the meaning of Poverty
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Abstract

Binbo monogatari is a critique biographical play about Hajime KAWAKAMI, written by
Hisashi INOUE. It is distinctive because the protagonist of the biography does not appear on
stage. Based on KAWAKAMI’s absence, INOUE portrays the protagonist’s image through
dialogues among six female characters. Furthermore, the process of the text generation shows
that the play The Lower Depths is cited as an intertext. INOUE projects Maxim Gorky’s
depiction of a “world” trapped in a “spiritual dilemma” onto Binbo monogatari, shifting the
focus from the material level to the spiritual level, and re-examines the issue of “poverty” in
modern society.
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