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Abstract

The Sancai Thought originated in ancient China and consists of the three elements of
heaven, earth, and human beings, having had a significant influence on ancient thought and
culture. The Nogyo Zensho, the earliest agricultural book published in Japan, was influenced by
ancient Chinese thought, and its content contains numerous discussions on the Three Powers
Thought. According to the Nogyd Zensho, ‘heaven’ has two meanings: the giving of time and
the source of agriculture. The book also frequently emphasizes the utilization of ‘earth.” As for
‘human beings,’ it is divided into the two elements of ‘harmony among people’ and ‘human
labor.” The book asserts that the way of the Three Powers lies in utilizing both heaven and earth
through these two elements.
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