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Abstract

The concept of the “Kingly Way” is known as the most representative political thought in
Mencius. Ito Jinsai, as a Chonin Confucian scholar during the Edo period, did not participate in
politics but placed great emphasis on the Kingly Way, developing it in both classical
interpretation and social practice. He summarized the content and key points of the Kingly Way
in the interpretation of Mencius with the prototype of Yao and Shun, and emphasized the
unrestrictive feature of the Kingly Way’s subject. As a result, his theory of the Kingly Way is
recognized as having a fundamental commonality with the basic concept of his Kogigaku
Confucianism, “the way of daily human relations”. Furthermore, in the practical realm of
“daily human relations,” especially in the academic community, Jinsai developed the Kingly
Way with the ethics of “practical virtue and talent” and “frugality”, attempting to construct a
“Kingly Way” space that was heterogeneous to the Tokugawa society. The interpretation and
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practice of Jinsai’s King’s Way theory are considered to be suggestive not only for
understanding his acceptance of Mencius’ thoughts but also for considering the meaning of the
identity of Confucian scholars and their way of life in Tokugawa society.
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