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Abstract

Rai Sany®d, during his travel to Kyushu in 1818 (Bunsei 1), composed a series of Kanshi
known as “Saiyu-shi”(Poems of the Western Journey), which he later included in his Sanyo
Shisho (The Collected Poems of Sanyo). Among these poems are several Chikushi poems,
including “Akaseki Chikushi,” “Nagasaki-yo,” and “Satsuma-shi.” Rai Sanyo regarded the
essence of Chikushi as embedding “a transcendent tone within the rustic and simple,”
emphasizing its role in documenting local culture and customs for future generations. As a
result, his Chikushi poems are imbued with a profound sense of regionality, historicity, and
literary refinement. Furthermore, unlike traditional Japanese Chikushi poems, often tied to the
culture of Yukaku, Sanyo’s work embodies the qualities of travel poetry, depicting the character
of each region from the perspective of an “outsider.” This approach suggested a new direction
for Japanese Chikushi poetry, reviving its original essence as Fudo-shi(“poetry of local customs
and landscapes”).
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