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Abstract

In 1890, Japan promulgated the Imperial Rescript on Education in the name of the Meiji
Emperor, which determined the policy of moral education in Japan. In 1891, the Chokugo Engi
was promulgated and widely used in textbooks. This book explained that the main purpose of
the Imperial Rescript on Education was “Confucian moral injunctions of fidelity” and
“Common patriotism”, and this purpose was actually given the key point of obedience to the
Emperor and the country. Then, with the strengthening of militarism, the Emperor, the Political
Monarch, was also the Moral Monarch and the only Spiritual Pillar. Since then, under the
leadership of the state, modern Japanese education has instilled the idea of “Loyalty and
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patriotism” into young people with the Imperial Rescript on Education as the core.
As a tool for controlling the moral thoughts of the nation, the content of Modern Japan’s
etiquette National textbook reflects the characteristics and connotations of “Loyalty and

s

Patriotism” education. This paper takes the representative figures of “Loyalty and Patriotism’
in Modern Japan’s etiquette National textbook, such as Kusonoki Masahige and Masatsura, as
examples, sorts out the changes in moral emphasis based on the text changes and image
changes of the characters in the national textbooks of each period. Thus, to clarify the
interpretation and changes of “Loyalty and Patriotism” in modern Japan, and examines the
purpose and characteristics of “Loyalty and Patriotism” education.
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