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Abstract

The Chinese long-form vernacular novel “Sanguozhi Tongsu Yanyi (hereafter referred to
as “Sanguozhi Yanyi”) has been translated and adapted many times since it was introduced to
Japan during the Keicho period (1596-1615), with Yoshikawa Eiji’s “Sangokushi” (hereafter
referred to as Yoshikawa’s “Sangokushi”) gaining immense popularity. Although the story of
the Sanguo primarily focuses on Han nationality, non-Han characters also make appearances.
However, previous research on Yoshikawa’s “Sangokushi” does not seem to focus on the
depiction of these non-Han characters.

Therefore, this paper identifies non-Han characters appearing in both “Sanguozhi Yanyi”
and Yoshikawa’s “Sangokushi” and conducts a comparative analysis of the characters Meng
Huo, Lady Zhurong, and King Mulu. As a result, it was found that 24 non-Han characters
appear in “Sanguozhi Yanyi” and 20 in Yoshikawa’s “Sangokushi.” Additionally, the analysis
of character depictions in both works revealed that Yoshikawa’s “Sangokushi” adds new
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characteristics to the non-Han characters, or sometimes emphasizing the original images in a
positive direction. This suggests that Yoshikawa Eiji held a proactive attitude towards non-Han
characters. However, the intention behind reconstructing these non-Han characters positively
remains unclear and should be pursued in future research.
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