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[Abstract]

This research note discusses the change of a subject in Classical Japanese in Japanese education.
There are many questions in a high school or a cramming school. It is the change of subject in
classical Japanese in Japanese education. I report on the judgment and a conjunctive particle of
subject, especially, a traditional method focusing on whether or not honorifics were involved. An
honorific language is used for the judge of the subject, but the other method appears in the judgment
of the subject. This method relates to a conjunctive particle: “te”, “de”, “tsutsu”, “wo”, “ni”, “ga”, “do”,
and “ba”. The front and the rear parts of these conjunctives have the force to change the subject in a
sentence. The subject of “te”, “de”, and “tsutsu” does not alter in a sentence, while, the subject of “wo”,
“ni”, “ga”, “do” and “ba” changes in a sentence. This method looks clear and useful, but the method of
these conjunctive confused many students in comprehending the meaning of a passage according to
the rule. The change of Classical Japanese subject in the context and the predicate is fundamental
and essential to understanding the meaning of a passage. I disagree with a conjunctive but agree
with the context and the predicate. The method of conjunctive is often used in a cramming school,
but I do not agree to the method, as it is too much. The careful reading of the Classical Japanese is
essential in Japanese education. A teacher of Japanese should recognize the importance of reading
Classical Japanese in more depth. In addition, a teacher should not force the rule of subject, but a
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teacher of Japanese should have a sincere attitude toward reading Classical Japanese sentences.

[Keywords]

Subject conversion; honorific expressions; postpositional particle; predicate;
comprehending the meanings from the context
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