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The effective lesson plan for the demand of "Warabeuta"
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[Abstract]

This article describes the course of Japanese folklore study focusing on “Warabeuta” offered by
Literature Department of Kokugakuin University. The article examines the needs of Warabeuta in
terms of a Japanese course subject and a communication tool, and the needs of class development in
respects of class evaluation and contents. Furthermore, the most important point is to examine the
position of “Warabeuta” in Japanese folklore and the ways how to use it as a communication tool.
“Warabeuta” is a collection of traditional songs, regional folk songs, and songs to identify children’s
territory, which are widely used by researchers for the analysis of musicology. It is recogrized as
Japanese culture of children by many researchers and parties concerned for Warabeuta.Until now, the
author has long been doing research on country folksongs and collecting data of them, and applied
them to the instructions at university courses, life-long education courses, and social study courses.
According to the results of a questionnaire, students seem to have interest in the background
information of performing art and music. As most of them are expected to become teachers or local
public servants after graduation, it is assumed that they need to develop teaching materials, plan
events, face traditional culture, and even stand in the position of a performer. It is hoped that this
article could show one aspect of this attempt of using “Warabeuta” as the method to permeate
Japanese tradition in teaching literature courses.
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