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A Critical Analysis of the Curriculum Map to Assure
the Quality of Undergraduate Education

TOMURA Osamu

Abstract : Kokugakuin University is currently advancing the undergraduate
curriculum reform, based on the revision and reconstruction of three policies :
admission policy, diploma policy, and curriculum policy (CP). The purpose of this
paper is to examine an existing curriculum map as the preposition of CP from the
institutional research (IR) perspective, aiming at assuring the quality of undergradutae
education. Although every department in this university has already organized its own
curriculum maps differently, it is questionable whether or not they are satisfactory.
This study is significant in that it conducted a critical analysis of the curriculum map, a
relatively unexplored area of educational research, applying the approach of objective
feedback of IR and examining the educational goals and achievemnet indexes. The
findings indicate that not all the departments have consistent educational goals and the
number of achievement indexes varies depending on the departments and faculties.
According to the results of assessment of the achievement indexes, equaly distributed
patterns are shown in some departments, while the assessmnet results range from
moderate to quite extreme in other departments. The integrated results of the analysis
suggest the importance for faculty members to reconsider ordeliness, systematicness,
and consistency of the curriculum of Kokugakuin University. The paper finally
propses a feasible plan to organise a new curriculum map based on the framework of
structurization, taking the possibilities and future problems of IR into consideration. (227

words)

Keywords : Curriculum map ; Three educational policies : Institutional research (IR)
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