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emigrants gradually settled into this new environment, using their
experiences from the past, they began to develop a sense of belong-
ing.

This study examines how folk culture was created by the emi-
grants from a folk tale viewpoint. Some folk culture scholars claim
that folklore does not exist in Hokkaido in the modern history of
Japan. Because of this understanding, dosanko, as the local people
who were born and raised on Hokkaido are called, also tend to
believe that there is no history in Hokkaido and that the culture here
is merely an imitation of other parts of Japan. The folk culture of
Hokkaido was studied by researching the wajin understanding of
native Ainu culture, Yoshitsune legends in Hokkaido, folk tales (old
tales, legends, gossip, common beliefs) that were passed on from
Honshu, and pioneer legends, which developed from anecdotes about
settlements and funny stories from the pre-modern period that were
passed down orally or by newspapers and local magazines after the
Asia Pacific War. This study concludes that a diversified folk
culture was established in Hokkaido from the influence of various

time periods and elements.

500



[ Abstract]

A Study of Hokkaido Folk Tales: The Creation

Toshio ABE

When Japan began its push toward modernization in 1869, the
island of Ezo was renamed Hokkaido, and wajin, as Japanese people
from Honshu and the other islands of Japan were called, emigrated
to this new frontier for various reasons. Some of the settlers fled
north due to major political and economical changes such as the
abolition of the Han system and the establishment of the Prefecture
system. Some fled from declining industry, overpopulation, or
natural disasters such as floods. Others came in search of romance
or to escape oppression. And others came to pursue their religious
beliefs. According to The History of Hokkaido Ewmigration Policy
written by Taijiro Yasuda, during the 36-year period between 1886
and 1922, 551,036 households with 1,996,412 people moved to Hok-
kaido from throughout Japan.

The settlers faced an environment strikingly different from their
original homes, encountered the indigenous Ainu, and were bewilder-
ed by the vast size of the land and the discrepancies between local
areas. It was difficult for people from different regions of Japan
with different backgrounds and traits to build a new community in
a limited time. The promotion of emigration introduced at this time
was part of the national policy of preventing Russia from invading

Hokkaido by colonizing the island with Japanese citizens. As the
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