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Prof.Tom GillOREU~ R WW.Newell, | RO4E" Journal of
American Folk-lore¥” The phenomena of traditionology , if the
term may be allowed, have therefore some resemblance to those of
botany” A [+) €~/ SRR BRIRQ Y S LU0 | VY WY 5
S RHIZL AR #42" NINNKEEW-0" A V.M H a2 NAV.Gennep
R,Le folkloriste s'adresse aussi a ses lecteurs, en leur demandant
conseil quant au nom de la discipline: << Admettra-t-on un jour
traditionologie, populologie, populographie ou populosophie ? Si un
lecteur peut nous offrir une solution raisonnable, nous lui en serons
tous reconnaissants >> (185) VY I 5 0B (U4850° RIEQIHE
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“What does Minzokugaku actually mean”
The term “Minzokugaku” in Japanese is generally translated as
“Folklore”, however, in order to explain the characteristics of
“learning” in a better way, the term “Denshougaku” or
“Traditionology” is more appropriate. Therefore, Yanagita Kunio
translates the French word “Tradition Populaire” literally as
“Minkan Denshou” (i.e. folklore) into Japanese and that is why he
explains “Tradition Populaire” or “Minkan Densho” as a study of
doing research on it. Hence in other words, “Minzokugaku” should
be called “Traditionology” or “The Study of Tradition”, that means a
field of study to analyze “tradition”.
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“Tradition” is a movement from past to present. Therefore, there
are things that keep changing and the things that are difficult to
change and keep passing on with the flow of history. Tracing back
the former is called “Hensenron” (in Japanese) which means “The
theory of transition” or “Transitionology” and keeping records of the
latter is termed as “Denshouron” or “Traditionology”. Thus, the
uniqueness of “Minzokugaku” as ‘a field of study’ lies in doing
thorough study while keeping the track of both “Hensenron” (The
theory of transition) and “Denshouron”(The Study of Tradition).

In order to explain it with more concrete examples, “Kagyuukou”
and “Mukoirikou” can be cited as main works on the study of
“theory of transition” in the field of “Minzokugaku” (Folklore) by
Yanagita Kunio. Also, extracting some analytical concepts such as
“Yorishiro” and “Marebito” as given by Orikuchi Shinobu, are the
representative examples in the field of “Denshouron” or “The Study
of Tradition”. As a subsequent research, study on the changes in
‘Funerals’ grave system’, ‘Miyazaki rituals’ and Obon’ etc. has been
carried out from the perspective of “Traditionology” in the form of
folklore .
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