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dramatic effect appears to demand something more

stimulating than reality affords; )
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LRUSDNRERVE S ) (Besides, there are many
lesser traits of character, many sentiments and fellings,
which are not at all dramatic, and which had therefore
been overlooked by writers for the stage, yet in
themselves highly interesting and curious, and capable,
when judiciously employed, of exercising a strong in
fluence on the feelings.These become more prominent,
and stand out in brighter relief, as the restraints of
civilization gradually throw into the background the

wilder passions and more stormy impulses of our nature,
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until they acquire an importance which not only justifies,
but renders their introduction into any fictious narrative
which represents the peculiarities of the time,

necessary; v
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' 2 (The novel, then, affords a wider field for accurate
and complete delineation of passions and feelings than
the drama, and certainly one more in harmony with the
dispositions of a modern public.-+*-* in the delineation of

emotions, which the drama, speaking only to the eye and

the ear, cannot lay before us ; in the descriptions of
external scenery, which, in the hand of a writer of
genius, are far more effective, when presented in words
to the imagination, than when counterfeited to the eye
upon the stage, even by all the united resources of the

scenepainter and the mechanist; -+ )
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The novel aspired, in fact, to perform for a reading and
refined age, what the drama had done for a ruder and
more excitable period ; to embody the spirit of the times
in pictures at once amusing and accurate, and in the
form best calculated to awaken attention and interest in

those to whom they are addressed. (pp.269)
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