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“The Solipsist”

Walter B. Jehovah, for whose name I make no apology since it really
was his name, had been a solipsist all his life. A solipsist, in case you don't
happen to know the word, is one who believes that he himself is the only
thing that really exists, that other people and the universe in general exist
only in his imagination, and that if he quit imagining them they would
cease to exist.

One day Walter B. Jehovah became a practicing solipsist. Within a
week his wife had run away with another man, he'd lost his job as a
shipping clerk and he had broken his leg chasing a black cat to keep it
from crossing his path.
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He decided, in his bed at the hospital, to end it all.

Looking out the window, staring up at the stars, he wished them out
of existence, and they weren't there any more. Then he wished all other
people out of existence and the hospital became strangely quiet even for a
hospital. Next, the world, and he found himself suspended in a void. He
got rid of his body quite as easily and then took the final step of willing
himself out of existence.

Nothing happened.

Strange, he thought, can there be a limit to solipsism?

‘Yes, a voice said.

‘Who are you?” Walter B. Jehovah asked.

‘T am the one who created the universe which you have just willed
out of existence. And now that you have taken my place— There was a
deep sigh. ‘—I can finally cease my own existence, find oblivion, and let
you take over.

‘But—how can I cease to exist? That's what I'm trying to do, you
know.’

‘Yes, I know, said the voice. ‘You must do it the same way / did.
Create a universe. Wait until somebody in it really believes what you
believed and wills it out of existence. Then you can retire and let him
take over. Good-bye now.’

And the voice was gone.

Walter B. Jehovah was alone in the void and there was only one thing
he could do. He created the heaven and the earth.

It took him seven days.
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O M EFEOY;E What is the English for kamakiri?

@ EHW - MERE - PR - N - WLl 44 72 &S The Old Man and the Sea

@ B L72VEEIC I'm telling you.®

KL D was his name QDML 72V E ZIZHTIZF Y., Foailidwas
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A solipsist, in case you don’'t happen to know the word, is (A)one who
believes that he himself is the only thing that really exists, (B)that other
people and the universe in general exist only in his imagination, (C)and

that if he quit imagining them they would cease to exist.

EVIHIEEIC o TWAS, ML i, EEEICLHEHATE 5,

One day Walter B ]ehovaha practicing solipsist. (A)Within a
week his wife |had run away| with another man, (B)he'd lost his job as a
shipping clerk (C)and he had broken his leg chasing a black cat to keep it

from crossing his path.
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‘—I can finally cease my own existence, find oblivion, and let you take
over.
‘But—how can I cease to exist? That's what I'm trying to do, you know.’
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Once a week——on Monday—he taught us.
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“Well, I'll tell it to you—Oh! Something is burning.”
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(ki) One day Walter B Jehovah became a practicing solipsist. (&
Z 2 Bk, #6B) = Within a week his wife had run away with another
man, he’'d lost his job as a shipping clerk and he had broken his leg
chasing a black cat to keep it from crossing his path.

Wi mG L ZE, COX) REOMrEE LEnEWITRnwDTH S,

ZH KRB R RFOMER & & 1220 X ) %I @7%%EMLTw&#o#
72, LT LT bbb, One day -~-became a practicing
solipsist. L FEAZZE AT, [DEIZZFOFHLVHBDHI SIS R] LB ST,
Within a week his wife had run away - & AMED T DPRHETH 5,
became a practicing solipsist. & Within:--® [, FIOXLFED Y ) F K EKkDL
DOFHOFEDOM T, [HELRL, LWwHIDD] Ebecame & ) H#FT#ML Z &
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TIDXIIZZLDFTLE ) SNIFEBERAD TN, FROAEIETH -
TWB LI BRI EFMOBR VAL DICKELIWREA LTLE I L VI END L,
F72.0 BIZA, B, and CIZoW TN 225, COfERIEE—BHFO (MRS
DFHAPSE D 7205 [3] LW BTEAREKWIHb T b, [WEFk % FE
T5 ] SR ZAELRBRFL 30H o700 HAXLICHHE L L) REWED
HAHH. ¥kDXALIZH Third time is lucky. (ZEEHDIEE) Ew) SVED
HO. FF)A ML [ 2L, 3 L) BTV d Bk
WHOWH D, FOERTY, BUHL7-HO LIS @R, 5, R b, s
PO SCLEE ., MiEEReRIE, 2 &b &% SR LR 2 FIH % A TH L
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[\ TIC]

YR F OB OB Z I FF, Plbwv < O2diGRhRBLE eizowC,
FHRLTE e FERRRBLEIRIULICHE T 5 2200 [H] &5 WIdEFFED ) %R
FREOYD, [HEEF] EMORMTH S 9 o FEOYTIE, FFIZIS LT,
M CICERMFIHDOER D LETH 5o HlRIE, a Rthe & Vo 7R OMENTT
b ERMD S PEEORNOWNTHEBETE S,

Looking out the window, staring up at the stars, he wished them out
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of existence, and they weren't there any more. Then he wished all other
people out of existence and @ became strangely quiet even
for @. Next, the world, and he found himself suspended in a
void. He got rid of his body quite as easily and then took the final step of
willing himself out of existence.

Nothing happened.

Strange, he thought, can there be a limit to solipsism?

‘Yes, ®[a voice]said.

(i)

‘But—how can [ cease to exist? That's what I'm trying to do, you
know.”

‘Yes, I know, said @. “You must do it the same way I did.
Create a universe. Wait until somebody in it really believes what you
believed and wills it out of existence. Then you can retire and let him
take over. Good-bye now.

DiE. ZANDBHREZBFI L TABEL TV AIEDHKEE7Z2 5, the hospital &
o TWh, Tld, @i a hospital e D2 ? B EDIKEFE TIE % L A ED[—
OOk LT] LERTHDLRTWENETH D, T, WX BREED
RKOSNTBY, ZHLZLHPROTH LD, TANIZL o TZHRNDUSDOTR
TOHENRHEEINTLE 72D CT [ —2o0fkE LTORELR L SVWET ) E-
ol bw)Z e THb, MOEKLICAR LA, & [theid. £h. a/anid—>2 0]
L) L) RMETIE R, HiE LCHEIEIC -7 & SIAEEICHZ O NS 1T
EDORELLEOMFHRLE B> TB I ENUELRDOTH D, 2D @iF [HER
WICRRIEH 2 00] LBo/TAN, D08 PFEVENTTE7ZDT, a
voice & 72 ), @I ZDOFE D ENT T E7ZHFED AW 212, the voice & > T\ 5,

D aRthe ZRICL TV 5, HEOMBITEST Ve L SHNLD, Nk
L 2o T, HAOREEN % [HERKRCEEFRICB T B/ ERER O
BT OTHEH0. MPVIEEOLFEFHL Lo Ev A —LTHBLX
ETHY, WFEOLHEEMTHZNEHHTRETH 5,

VOO MERZT TR, BT zRHIIOowTH, Wik,

And now that you have taken my place... — I can finally cease my own
existence, find oblivion, and let you take over.’

‘But — how can 7 cease to exist? That's what I'm trying to do, you
know.”

Yes, I know," said the voice. ‘You must do it the same way I did--
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Then you can retire and let him take over.
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