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The choice of tense depends on whether the speaker
sees something as in the past or linked to the present.
- Past: The car broke down yesterday.
- Present: The car has broken down.
(So it is out of action now.) (p.62)
We use the past simple for a finished time. The car
broke down does not tell us about the pressent — it
may be all right now, or it may be still out of action. (p.
62)
The present perfect makes a link to the present. The
car has broken down tells us that it is out of action
now. (p.62)
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A verb form simultaneously marked for present tense

and perfect aspect, such as that in / have eaten dinner.



The present perfect is sometimes loosely called the
‘perfect’. (p.216)
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You can use the present perfect with just, already and
yet.(p.14)
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